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GREENWICH YACHT CLUB

Standard Sailing Instructions for Club Cruiser races.
1. RULES
1.1 The Races will be governed by the “rules” as defined by the Racing Rules of Sailing 2017-2020
(hereafter referred to the RRS)
1.2 In addition all watercraft shall abide by the PORT OF LONDON (PLA) THAMES BYELAWS 2012.
(as amended) which include and may modify the provisions of the Regulations for Prevention of
Collision at Sea (COLREGS) and in particular shall note Byelaw 24(a) which modifies the COLREGS
Part B as follows: “a vessel shall not cross or enter a fairway as to obstruct another vessel
proceeding along the fairway”. For the avoidance of doubt, this means that yachts crossing the
River shall not impede the progress of any vessel travelling along the river, with the exception of
other racing boats, see 1.4 below.
1.3 Failure to follow the PLA RIVER BYELAWS or COLREGS may result in disqualification from a
race or, in severe cases, from a series of races and may result in prosecution by the PLA.
1.4 The PLA has issued the following instructions to GYC (19/12/2017). As the tidal Thames is
linked to the sea, all vessels need to follow the “International Regulations for Preventing
Collisions at Sea” (COLREGS): Rule 9 Narrow Channels (a) A vessel proceeding along the course of
a narrow channel or fairway shall keep as near to the outer limit of the channel or fairway which
lies on her starboard side as is safe and practicable.
1.5 In situations between competitors and where there is a conflict between the provisions of
the RRS and the COLREGS or the PLA Byelaws, the provisions of the COLREGS and Byelaws shall
prevail.
1.6 A boat may take a One-Turn Penalty when she may have broken a rule of Part 2 (when boats
meet) of the RRS. This amends RRS Rule 44.1
2. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS
Notices to Competitors will be posted on the official notice board(s) located in the GYC Club Bar.
3. MINIMUM FLEET SIZE
The Racing fleet must normally have at least two boats registered and willing to race. Two boats
will not normally constitute a fleet for a Club series race, and the officer of the day will have the
prerogative to decide whether to try to postpone the race to another date due to lack of
interest, or to run the race. In making this decision the Race Officer of the Day (ROOD) shall
consider the usual popularity of the race and the prevailing weather conditions.
4. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE
Signal made ashore will be displayed at the Club’s Race Hut flagpole and light board, which
consists of three lights in a triangular formation.
5. RACE TIMES AND RACE AREAS
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